Community Surveillance Study--perceived response of rheumatoid arthritis patients to NSAIDs.
The perceived effectiveness of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs was studied in a community population (n=380). The population characteristics of a sample were similar to previous studies. Most patients were on a single NSAID. Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) was found to have a significant impact in terms of disability and lifestyle. Active inflammation was the main incentive to comply with therapy. However, the patients perceptions about the efficacy of the medication, their attitude towards the medication and their motivations for taking it, also affected compliance. A decreased effectiveness of therapy may also be due in part to tolerance to some medications and some evidence of the induction of salicylate metabolism has been reported. Considerable variation in the patients' perception of other forms of therapy for RA were also observed.